
 

 

 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
As we enter into the season of Advent, we do so with hope and joyful anticipation of the coming of 

our Lord through the birth of His son, Jesus Christ. It is also a time for us to reflect upon our many 

blessings—the most important of which are our family and friends. St. Gabriel the Archangel com-

munity will celebrate the Advent Season with a Family Advent Mass on Wednesday, December 11th 

at Immaculate Conception Parish starting at 6:30 pm where the FDK students will sing a few 

Christmas songs. This will be followed by a Liturgical Dance and Mass begins at 7:00 pm sharp. 

Our choir will also sing throughout the mass. After mass, Catholic School Council invites you to the 

parish basement for refreshments. Thanks you to all those involved in making this a wonderful com-

munity event. Many thanks to Father Eugene to whom we offer best wishes and congratulations on 

the 10th year anniversary of his ordination with the Sons of Immaculate Conception.   

Thank you to the Catholic School Council Movie Night Committee and parent volunteers: Mrs. Fio-

rucci, Mrs. Maraventano, Mrs. Calabro, Ms. Barone, Mrs. Pedone, Mrs. Pace, Mrs. Albanese, and 

Mrs. D’Angelo. Movie Night was on November 29th and was full of fun and activities—the stu-

dents had a great time! Thank you to the fundraising committee—both the poinsettias and Christ-

mas ornaments were a great success. An especial thank you to Mrs. Calabro, Mrs. Pedone, Mrs. Da 

Silva and Mrs. Santorsola. Finally, you will notice that the school foyer has been transformed with 

the Christmas Spirit. This is thanks to Mrs. Maraventano, Mrs. Calabro and Mrs. Albanese—your 

creative help is greatly appreciated!  

Throughout December, St. Gabriel students, staff and community, will be putting their efforts to-

gether to join in the true spirit of Christmas, and focus on helping those less fortunate. This year, we 

are again participating in the Catholic School Council and Luke 4:18 initiative “Adopt-a– Family”. 

Each class has been assigned a family (identity unknown) and they are asked to contribute various 

items of clothing, toiletry, gifts and toys for their family.  Immaculate Conception Parish will take 

care of distributing these boxes to the respective families. Thank you for your continued generosity.   

While December is the last month of the calendar year, it remains the  promise of renewal and new 

beginnings. As 2019 comes to an end, I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to all of you for 

your support.  On behalf of the staff of St. Gabriel the Archangel and myself, I would like to take this 

opportunity to wish you all a blessed and joyous Christmas. May the  New Year bring you much 

love, joy, and good 

health. 

Yours in Catholic 

Education,  

C. Sandig 

Principal 

December’s 

Virtue  

Is 

With God’s grace, 
 I will never give up 
hope.  
I will maintain a  
positive attitude  
and look for the  
brighter side  
of situations. 
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AN ADVENT BLESSING 

May the spirit of Christmas which is PEACE… 
The gladness of Christmas which is HOPE... 
The adoration of Christmas which is JOY… 

And the heart of Christmas which is LOVE… 
Be yours now and tomorrow. 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jamesnava.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/Responsabiliad2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jamesnava.com/2010/05/01/individual-responsibility/&usg=__AdiVkmRT6OCRjRQ3wKU4hE1DWvI=&h=529&w=584&sz=147&hl=en&start=8&zoom=1
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JK Registration begins on January 6, 2020 
For School year 2020/ 2021 
To register your child(ren) for September 2020, you 
must provide the following original documents/
forms for each child: 
1. Roman Catholic Baptismal Certificate (child or 

parent) 
2. Proof of Age (i.e. child’s birth certificate) 
3. Proof of Legal Status in Canada (if required) 
4. Proof of Residency (i.e. tax bill or rental agree-

ment, utility bill, etc.) 
5. Proof of English Separate School Support (i.e. 

property tax bill that shows school support desig-
nation, MPAC Assessment Notice, Confirmation 
of school support designation or, completed and 
signed school support form(s), which are includ-
ed in the registration package).  

Catholic School Council 
 

Our next Catholic School Council meeting is on  
Wednesday, January 22 p.m. in the library. 
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Happy Feast of the Immaculate Conception! 
Our Parish community will celebrate 
its Patronal Feast, the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception with a 
solemn bilingual Mass on Monday, 
December 9, 2019 at 7:00pm. Re-
freshments to follow in the parish 
hall. Our church is dedicated to the 
Immaculate Conception and our 
Priests Fr. Eugene, Fr. Ugo and Fr. 
Anish are consecrated to her in the 
Congregation of the Sons of the Im-
maculate Conception. The novena in 
preparation for the feast of Immacu-
late Conception, the Patroness of our 
Parish Community, began on Friday, 
November 29, 2019 at 8:00. 

You are cordially invited to attend  

    St. Gabriel the Archangel’s  

Family Advent Mass on  

Tuesday, December 11th @ 

Immaculate Conception Parish 

 6:30 pm FDK will sing  

 6:50 pm  Liturgical Dance 

(Intermediates) 

 7:00 pm  Mass Begins 

 Our choir will be singing  

      during the mass 

 Refreshments in the parish 

basement after the mass 

THE NEXT CIVVIES DAY 

(Christmas Sweater Day) IS FRI-

DAY, DECEMBER 20th!  

REMINDERS: 
 
 Spirit Wear Order Forms are due in the office 

no later than Friday, December 20th. 
 
 
 Last Day of school is Friday, December 20th  

School resumes again on Monday, January 
6th, 2020. 

Visit our school website regularly for events, school 
information and calendar updates. 

sga.ycdsb.ca 

CSC Santa Visits SGA  
December 19th! 

On Thurs., December 19th, Santa will 
visit SGA bringing good cheer, hot 
chocolate and cookies courtesy of the 
Catholic School. Thank you CSC! In 
honour of Santa’s visit ,  Dec. 19th is  
the official “Wear Your Christmas Pa-
jamas to School” Day!! 

http://sga.ycdsb.ca/
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Events: It’s Happening Here at SGA! 

     
COACHES’  
CORNER: 

VOLLEYBALL 
 
 

 
Both Boys and Girls Intermediate Volleyball Teams had 
their tournaments in November. The Girls on November 
21st @ St. Padre Pio and the Boys on November 22nd at 
Immaculate Conception. Both teams played their best 
and had a wonderful time. Thank you to Coaches Amado 
and Rodrigues for a wonderful season. We are all very 
proud of both teams who played well and with dedication 
as well as sportsmanship.  Well done to Cailee B., Alexa 
C., Gianna F., Giuliana I, Carina I., Samantha I., Stefanie 
I., Katrina M., Victoria P., Sarah S.H., Isabella U., Mi-
kayla Z., Leonardo B., Michael C., Ryan C., Massimo 
F.B., Lucas M., Gianluca M., Matteo N., Christian P., 
Matteo P., Christian R., Alexander S., and Niko S. 

Stay tuned for information about Junior Boys and Girls 
Volleyball! 

Oh the Places They Will Go!  
SGA Field Trips in December: 

 
December is a busy month for field trips. To enrich their 
Social Studies unit on Communities in Canada 1780-
1850, the Grade 3 students went to Black Creek Pioneer 
Village on December 6, 2019.  The students learned 
about the major components of an early settler village 
and the traditions and celebrations of Christmas in Pio-
neer times.  Students were also involved in various inter-
active activities such as using a spinning wheel, various 
tools, a loom, and more to truly experience the lifestyle 
of an early settler in an authentic heritage log house.    

Also on December 6th, the Grade 1 and 2 students l 
visited Casa Loma where they saw a magic show, a 
skating performance, saw Santa, toured the Castle and 
made crafts!                                    

On December 12th, the Junior Division (Grades 4,5, & 
6) are going to Famous People Players Theatre to watch 
the musical production entitled “Jingle All the Way”.  
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Library News - Book Fair update 
 
Thank you to all the St. Gabriel the Archangel families, 
staff, and volunteers who pulled together to make this year’s 
Book Fair a HUGE success!  Our sales totalled $6080. An 
immediate purchase of $680 in books was made. Another 
$550 is available for future purchases and $910 in cash. 
What an amazing display of support and love of reading! 
  
A special thank you to the following parent volunteers who 
helped set-up, run the book fair and/or take down the book 
fair; Mrs.Calabro, Mrs. Douglas, and Mrs. Paolucci. The 
success of the book fair would not have been possible with-
out their support! 
 
Congratulations to all the winners of the  
Cool Contests! 
Colouring pages winner: Noah A (Kindergarten) 
Guess the number of marshmallows in the jar winner: Fran-
cesca G (Primary) 
Guess the number of pages in the wrapped book winner: 
Valerie C (Junior) 
Winners who created literacy themed MEMEs: Katrina M 
and Kyle R (Intermediate) 
Congratulations to Andrew G who won the $25.00 Family 
Door Prize and his teacher Ms. Fantauzzi who won $25.00 
worth of books for her classroom library.  
  
Your continued support for this wonderful literacy initiative 
that benefits the school Library Learning Commons and en-
tire school community is much appreciated! 
 
Sincerely,  
Ms. G. Pasquariello 
Teacher-Librarian   
 
What is the Hour of 
Code?      
 
The Hour of Code started 
as a one-hour introduction 
to computer science, de-
signed to demystify "code", to show that anybody can 
learn the basics, and to broaden participation in the field 
of computer science. It has since become a worldwide 
effort to celebrate computer science, starting with 1-hour 
coding activities but expanding to all sorts of community 
efforts.  
  
The students will be given an opportunity to experience 
coding either in their classrooms or in the library during 
the first 2 weeks of December. If you are interested in 
trying it out yourself, visit the following website (https://
code.org/learn) and try out some of the tutorials and ac-
tivities involving coding.  Have fun! 

https://code.org/learn
https://code.org/learn


5 

St. Gabriel the Archangel students write letters to soldiers overseas 

 
Led by our French teacher Katerina Umbrello who joined us in November, the students at St. Gabriel the 
Archangel have been participating in a Christmas initiative for our Canadian troops. In order to make this 
Christmas season away from home a little easier, the students have written letters, drawn pictures and 
created poems to help lift the spirits of our soldiers. So we are sending love, prayers, and happiness this 
Christmas season from our school to our fellow Canadian troops around the world. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events in Pictures: It’s Happening Here at SGA! 
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Catholic School Council Initiatives: 
Family Movie Night:      Poinsettia Fundraiser 
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SNOW 
We encourage children to play in the snow, but we do have some 

safety rules that they must follow for their safety and well-being: 

1. When building snow structures - no roofs, no tunnels.  As 

these pose serious risk of collapsing which can result in seri-

ous injury. 

2. No snow ball throwing, no kicking or throwing of snow.  

Injuries have occurred in the past due to the force of impact 

and/or ice particles in the snow causing scratches/cuts/

bruising etc. 

3. No tripping or tackling, or pushing students into the snow on 

the ground or snow banks.  This is also in keeping with our 

daily rule which is read over the P.A. every morning. 

 

“At St. Gabriel we respect ourselves and others, we 

keep our hands and feet to ourselves.  We respect 

others through words and actions. We work and play 

fairly and include others.” 
 

If students do throw snow/snowballs the consequences may in-

clude one or more of the following:  
 

1st time: a letter to parents and detention(s). 

2nd time: phone call to parents for a repeated incident, and in-

crease in number of detention(s) and Reflection paper. 

3rd time: parent meeting and appropriate consequences, and 

Reflection paper. 

 

ROUGH PLAY 
Rough play is absolutely not allowed.  Games that include 

physical contact: such as wrestling, tackling, tugging, kicking, 

punching, pushing etc., are not permitted, due to it may lead to 

increase aggression toward others and/or may result in serious 

injury. 
 

Cooperative play is encouraged.  Students are encouraged to take 

turns, include others, and never physically or verbally abuse any-

one. 
 

It is never acceptable to hit another person.  Self-defense is for 

dangerous community/public at risk situations, where ones’ per-

sonal safety is at risk.  At school students must resolve conflicts 

by: 
 

1. Using their words, in an appropriate manner 

2. Walk away 

3. Ask an adult to assist them 
 

Students are reminded frequently and regularly of these rules on 

the announcements, by their classroom teachers, staff on duty 

and with reminders for safe recess play which are posted in their 

classrooms.  
 

Please discuss this rules with your children and the 

importance to respect the safety of others. 

WINTER RECESS ROUTINES 
Weather permitting, students will be outside for both 15-minute 
recesses and the 40-minute lunch recess during the winter 
months. 
 
At the November 20th CSC meeting, it was advised and decided 
to  adhere to the following- (We check the weather station before 
each recess): 
 
-15°C –17° C—At the principal’s (or designate’s) discretion, 
lunch recess is shortened to 20 minutes outdoor and 20 minutes 
indoor and short a.m. and/or p.m. recesses are outdoor taking 
into consideration ground and weather conditions 
 
-18°C and lower, it will be indoor recess for short and lunch re-
cesses 
 
Please ensure that your child comes to school dressed for this 
length of time outside.  Students who play in the snow must 
have snow pants, boots, hats, scarves and water repellent 
gloves. 
 
It’s a good idea to have an extra change of clothes ,at school 

especially for primary students, in the event that their socks or 

pants get wet.  These clothes items should be clearly labelled and 

kept in the child’s school bag so that we do not have to incon-

venience you with a phone call requesting that you bring dry 

clothing for your child. 

 

Check out the following website to read about why playing out-

side during winter months is beneficial for children:  

http://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/children-winter-

cold-health-safety/40982792 
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DRIVEWAY SAFETY: 
With the snowy and colder weather, you are reminded to 
continue to exercise safety when using the school drive-
way: 
1. Please follow all signage (i.e. STOP, Pedestrian Crossing, 

ONE WAY) 
2. The driveway is ONE WAY! Please do not exit through the 

entrance 
3. Remember to drive SLOWLY on school grounds and 

watch for pedestrians at all times 
4. The driveway is ONE WAY 
5. Do not block the entrance or exit as this disrupts the flow 

of traffic—including buses 
6. Driveway loop is only in operation when no buses are pre-

sent 
7. There are two lanes in the front driveway. One lane closest 

to the school curb is for drop off and the other lane (left 
lane) is for traffic flow. No one should ever walk across 
this lane. Students should exit the car through the right side 
closes to the curb. 

8. When dropping off students in the lane closest to the 
school, you should not park or keep your car idling to get 
out of the car to escort your child(ren) or to retrieve knap-

sacks from the trunk as cars will come up from behind.  
9. At dismissal, cars should not exit through the entrance 

and wait until the buses have left in order to use the 
correct exit. 
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INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 

In the event that school buses are canceled due to Inclement weather, parents/guardians are able to listen to the radio and TV stations 
listed below for bus cancelations.  Also make note of the following: 

 Please use the Safe Arrival System if your child(ren) is absent due to inclement weather.  

 Please exercise discretion in deciding whether to send your child to school.  

 The decision to cancel school transportation service is region-wide, meaning all school buses, vans and taxis are not operating. 
Schools will be open and parents/guardians can make alternate arrangements to transport their children to and from school.  

 As school transportation is cancelled in the morning, it will not operate in the afternoon.  

 Exams, tests, quizzes, excursions, charter trips, school programs, co-curricular activities, evening presentations, workshops, in-
services, as well as, parent meetings (e.g. Identification, Placement, and Review Committee Meetings, IPRCs) are cancelled and 
will be rescheduled.  

 Hot lunches will be canceled.  If you choose to send your child to school, they must bring a lunch from home.  

 Permits are cancelled for the evening.  

 All Continuing Education Courses scheduled for during the day and evening, are cancelled. This includes: ESL, Secondary, and 
Adult Interest Courses.  

 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001.  
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